
 THE AFRICAN REFINERS &
DISTRIBUTORS ASSOCIATION
The voice of the African downstream

What is ARDA?

The African Refiners and Distributors Association (ARDA) is the first ever pan-African organisation for the 
downstream oil sector in Africa. Founded in 2006, the ARDA Members comprise of African oil refiners, importers, 
terminal operators, major marketers, distributors and industry regulators.

ARDA is a platform for improved interaction between African refiners and distributors, and international marketing, 
trading, engineering and financial services companies, that offer excellent opportunities for international companies 
to engage positively with the African downstream and develop opportunities across the continent. ARDA also 
promotes African Energy Security by seeking to maximise the processing of African crude oil in African refineries and 
the transportation of cleaner fuels via integrated African storage & distribution infrastructure across the continent.

ARDA Key Focus Areas

ARDA is committed to working with its Members, the African Union Commission and its Member States, African 
Regional Economic Communities, and its partners to develop a robust, deliverable, affordable, consistent African 
Downstream Energy Transition Plan that builds resilience and sustainability, while respecting the changing global 
energy landscape. Additionally, ARDA is also working on promoting ‘LPG for Clean Cooking’ initiative which includes 
bioLPG and is actively involved in several African and international collaborations to provide submissions for the UN 
Climate Change Conference – COP 27 – being held in Egypt.

ARDA Activities

ARDA runs a series of  Work Group Workshops, and Forums throughout the year and organises the signature annual 
“ARDA Week” event once a year where all the key players of the downstream energy in Africa meet and network with 
the international community.

ARDA Workshops: Dedicated ARDA Work Groups (listed on pages 2, 3 & 4) provide an avenue for collaboration 
with  members, sponsors, other partners and stakeholders, to develop sustainable frameworks promoting investment 
in viable downstream oil projects. The Work Groups support the implementation of world-class financing, project 
development and execution, operations management and regulatory compliance.

ARDA Forums: These face-to-face Forums offer a privileged space for direct debate between participants, members,
sponsors and partners, to develop effective implementation plans for investment projects.

ARDA Week: This is an annual event for the African downstream oil industry. Each year, members and
sponsors gather for  3 days of conference presentations panel discussions, and debates promoting exchanges of ideas, 
experience and best practice. ARDA Week is an exceptional networking opportunity to meet with the key players of 
the African and International downstream oil industry all in one place.



ARDA Activities and  
Events 
The dedicated ARDA Work Groups provide an avenue for collaboration with Members, 

Sponsors and other partners, to develop sustainable frameworks to promote investments in 

economic Downstream oil projects, and the adoption of LPG as a cleaner cooking alternative 

to biomass/charcoal, as drivers for Africa’s Cleaner Energy Transition and a reduction of 

overall carbon footprint.

These Work Groups support the implementation of world-class financing, project 

development and execution, operations management, and regulatory compliance. Each of 

the seven ARDA Work Groups will hold one-day virtual workshops during the second/third 

quarter of the year 2023.

In addition to the virtual events led by the Work Groups, face-to-face Forums are also 

organised with themes that are closely linked to addressing key challenges facing various 

African Downstream operations, while remaining cognizant of global industry trends aimed 

at balancing energy transition and energy security.

These Forums provide an opportunity for direct debate between members, sponsors, 

partners, and other key stakeholders, to identify solutions for the effective implementation 

of a coordinated investment strategy (services, equipment, new technologies and many 

others), with a view to delivering a viable African Downstream Energy Transition Plan.

The ARDA also organises specific meetings at the request of major sponsors.

In 2022, each Work Group held workshops where important topics were discussed related reducing the 

carbon footprint of the African Downstream sector, including the upgrading of storage & distribution 

infrastructure and refinery production units to deliver AFR-6 (10 ppm sulphur) fuels, the implementation 

of robust Environmental, Social & Governance (ESG) best practices, advancing Strategic Human Resource 

best practices to ensure human capital delivers requisite business plans, and innovative sources of financing 

to guarantee the success of projects needed to deliver a successful energy transition plan.

Events 2022

ARDA Work Groups  
and Events

Forum SD & Jet fuel The African Refiners and Distributors Association (ARDA) will organise a combined Storage & 

Distribution and Jet Fuel Forum once a year bringing together operators and stakeholders in the 

downstream oil sector with a common objective – the continuous improvement of S&D infrastructure 

across Africa and addressing key issues associated with reducing carbon emissions via energy efficiency 

upgrades and other technology, in line with a unique African Energy Transition Plan.

This annual S&D/Jet Fuel Forum will also facilitate the exchange of best practice amongst Members 

and the collaboration with sponsors, and other partners, to develop sustainable frameworks promoting 

investment in economic projects. This is to ensure that the African Storage & Distribution supply chain, 

of which Jet Fuel is strategic product, is fully aligned with global standards.

Forum LPG ARDA also organises an LPG forum once a year  

to promote LPG for Clean Cooking, and BioLPG as a near-term,  

renewable cleaner energy source for Africa. This forum will include  

dedicated training sessions and cover current developments  

in the role of LPG and gas as essential transition fuels,  

and create initiatives to promote large-scale adoption of LPG  

across the continent, including last-mile distribution to  

low-income and rural consumers.
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ARDA Activities and  
Events

Refining and 
Specification Work 
Group Workshops

The ARDA Refining & Specifications Work Group focuses on enhancing overall plant performance 

and profitability while simultaneously meeting all regulatory requirements including quality of the cleaner 

refined products (AFRI 6 – 10 ppm sulphur) and opportunities for execution of carbon abatement projects 

to reduce overall carbon footprints

The Work Group contributes to:

• Upgrading refinery facilities to produce cleaner refined products in line with AFRI-6 (10 ppm 

sulphur) standards and sharing of modern operations & maintenance best practices

• Enhance overall plant performance and profitability while meeting all regulatory requirements

• Adopt technology and data analytics to balance feedstock volatility, unscheduled downtime and 

operational efficiency to drive best-in-class financial and operational performance 

• Providing the link between downstream oil operators and the respective local, regional and 

continental decision-makers to support them in improving overall product quality

In line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal No. 7 (SDG-7) – Access to Clean Energy for 

All – ARDA is committed to supporting its Members, Sponsors and other stakeholders to promote the use 

of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) across Africa.

The ARDA LPG Work Group is dedicated to supporting its Members and other stakeholders to:

• Promote transition from biomass to LPG as a cleaner cooking fuel alternative

• Develop and implement sustainable frameworks for executing LPG projects across Africa                                                                  

• Establish LPG supply chain aimed at supporting gas-to-power technology across the continent to lower 

carbon intensity and reduce cost of power                                                                                                                                                                 

• Address current LPG storage & distribution inefficiencies

LPG Work Group 
Workshops

The ARDA Regulation Work Group serves to work with Members, Sponsors and other stakeholders 

to ensure that all obligations related to regulatory compliance are maintained across their respective 

business operations.  The Work Group also serves to align control objectives that stem from regulations 

and legislation with business objectives to ensure improved overall  

business performance.  

The Work Group is dedicated to:

• Support Members and other stakeholders to ensure all  

regulatory compliance obligations are met

• Promote Regulatory Compliance Management System  

with internal controls and other preventative and corrective  

measures

• Focus areas include air quality, wastewater discharge, etc. 

Regulation Work Group 
Workshops

Storage and 
Distribution Work 
Group Workshops

The ARDA Storage & Distribution Work Group serves to work with Members, Sponsors and other 

stakeholders to maintaining safe, secure, reliable and environmentally sound Terminal/Depot, Pipeline 

and Port operations across their respective facilities.  The Work Group also focused on ensuring potential 

hazards are systematically identified and risks associated with these hazards are managed in a manner that 

ensures Members and their stakeholders are protected. 

The Work Group is dedicated to:

• Promote industry best practices in operations & maintenance of terminals, depots, pipelines and ports               

for liquid hydrocarbons and LPG

• Foster framework for the funding and development of world-class storage & distribution facilities                      

across Africa

• Develop processes to enhance supply chain and infrastructure safety, 

 reliability and efficiency

• Promote suitable end-of-life planning for Downstream projects
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ARDA Activities and  
Events

A detailed program of 2023 events  
(virtual workshops and face-to-face forums)  

will be broadcast and available on  
all ARDA communication platforms  

from January 1, 2023.

Sustainable Financing 
Work Group Workshops

The ARDA Sustainable Financing Work Group ensures that Members clearly define key projects 

associated with upgrading their refineries, terminals and associated petroleum products storage & 

distribution infrastructure to produce cleaner AFRI-6 (10 ppm sulphur) fuels.  The Work Group works with 

Members and other stakeholders to define scope, cost and schedule of key projects to upgrade their facilities 

and secure cost-effective financing to deliver the projects as envisioned.

The Work Group is dedicated to:

• Support development of refinery and infrastructure projects promoting Africa’s transition to cleaner 

fuels

• Facilitate active relationships with potential financial partners, including commercial banks and 

Development Finance Institutions

• Develop financing strategy for Members to secure funding to upgrade refining facilities and associated 

storage & distribution infrastructure

• Serve as bridge between Members, technology & equipment providers,  

EPC firms, financial institutions and policy makers

HSEQ Work Group 
Workshops

The ARDA HSE & Quality (HSEQ) Work Group uses the HSE Management System that deploys a 

structured approach to identifying hazards, implementing required mitigants and ensuring compliance 

with all safety, security, health and environmental laws and regulations.

The Work Group contributes to:

• Serving as the African Downstream sector’s champion for world-class Environmental, Social and            

Governance (ESG) best practices

• Champion HSE as License-to-Operate issue amongst Members and other key stakeholders

• Promote effective implementation & updating of HSE processes in line with industry best practices                     

and changes in legislation

• Advocate hazard identification & mitigation and compliance with all security and HSE laws and 

regulations

• Support analysis of accident/incident statistics, identification of trends and improvement plans

Human Capital Work 
Group Workshops

The ARDA Human Capital Work Group is focused on supporting its Members and other 

stakeholders to identify, manage and optimize their strategic human resources to maximize their 

performance and increase their respective companies’ productivity and profitability.

The Work Group is dedicated to:

• Align Members’ human resources with strategic business objectives to maximize performance and 

increase profitability                                        

• Development of recruitment & career development best practices for high-potential employees, incl. 

succession planning                                                          

• Promote Dual-Career Paths to develop pool of African Technical & Commercial Subject Matter 

Experts (SMEs) across ARDA Members

• Engage various African institutions to develop curricula to support Members’ Human Capital 

Development needs                                         

• Share best practices for positive industrial & labour relations
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ARDA Week 2022 in Summary

The 2022 ARDA Week was successfully held in-person (for the first time in three years due to the COVID pandemic) 
from March 21 to 23 in Cape Town, South Africa with the theme of “Achieving a Lower Carbon Footprint in the 
African Downstream” and the objective of engaging stakeholders to implement an actionable roadmap to enable 
the African downstream industry to move towards a more sustainable, lower-carbon energy footprint at a steady, 
progressive pace over the next few decades.

The conference framed the continent’s energy transition plans in the context of the pan-African agenda currently 
being promoted by Africa’s leaders in the African Union Agenda 2063. It also focused on how both National Oil 
Companies (NOCs) and International Oil Companies (IOCs) are implementing unique strategies to deliver positive 
results against the backdrop of the global push for decarbonisation, and relevant Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) considerations.

Other areas covered included how robust, effective regulations can promote investments in the sector, financing 
projects in the African downstream (traditional vs. non-traditional funding sources as well as current carbon 
abatement projects by ARDA Members), and a special session of the OPEC-Africa Dialogue - a collaborative forum 
comprising OPEC, African Petroleum Producers Organisation (APPO), African Energy Commission (AFREC) and 
ARDA - to ensure that an aligned, pan-African oil and gas industry submissions are made for future COP events.

ARDA Week 2022 VIP Speaker
H.E. Aissatou Sophie Gladima,  

Minister of Petroleum and Energy, Republic of Senegal

Mr Mele Kolo Kyari,  
Group CEO, NNPC Limited, Nigeria 

Mr NJ Ayuk,  
Executive Chairman, Africa Energy Chamber, South Africa

Mrs Mariam Kane-Garcia,  
CEO, TotalEnergies, South Africa

Mr Ogbugo Kalu Ukoha,  
Executive Director, NMDPRA, Nigeria

Mr Kimball Chen,  
Chairman, Global LPG Partnership

Mrs Rajakumari Jandhyala,  
CEO-Managing Partner, YAATRA Venture LLC, USA



ARDA sponsors range from major international oil companies, international energy 
companies, shipping companies, inspectors, local trading companies, international banks 
and equipment and technology providers to the downstream industry. 

Sponsors can participate to the ARDA Week 2023 but also be active participants at the ARDA Work Groups 
Workshops, Forums, training and other ARDA activities during the year. This will give you the unique 
opportunity to share experiences with pan-African and international companies, but also to join ARDA in 
solving the challenges for the future of the African downstream oil industry.

In more than 15 years, ARDA has gathered more than 
100 sponsors companies from around the world 
and from a wild variety of industries to create 
an extraordinary networking opportunity and
exchange of best practice.

ARDA offers Diamond, Platinum, 
Gold and Silver annual sponsorship 
packages designed to provide its 
sponsoring partners with an 
opportunity to develop relationships 
with key players in the African 
Downstream industry and promote 
their unique services.

Become an ARDA Sponsor in 2023

… and join ARDA activities around the year
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Balancing Energy Transition and Security for 
the African Downstream 

ARDA Conference 

ARDA WEEK 2023, the meeting place for the downstream oil industry in 
Africa, will be held, in person, from 13th to 17th March 2023 in Cape Town, 

South Africa.

Participating in ARDA WEEK gives you the opportunity to: 

• Join us in solving the challenges for the future  
of the African downstream oil industry 

• Meet with key players of the North  
and Sub-Saharan African and  
International downstream oil  
industry all in one place

• Listen to industry professionals  
talk about the latest  
trends and  
innovations in  
the industry 

• Share experiences  
with pan-African and  
international companies 

• Review new technology  

• Join representatives from  
African refineries, government ministries,  
banks, regulators, importers, distributors, traders, storage companies, marketing companies and 
refinery equipment & technology suppliers
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Platinum Sponsorship

Gold Sponsorship

Silver Sponsorship

• 8 delegate passes for the ARDA Week 2023
• 30 access to the online conference
• 1 stand for the ARDA Week 2023
• Logo on all marketing materials 
• Logo and company profile in the ARDA Week 2023 Showguide including an A4 

full colour page ad
• 15% discount on CITAC Workshops
• 1 free passes for ARDA forums
 

(more details  about the Gold sponsorship on the following page)

Diamond Sponsorship • 18 delegate passes for the ARDA Week 2023
• 60 access to the online conference
• 2 stands included some exhibition features for the ARDA Week 2023 
• Logo on all marketing materials including lanyard and notebook
• Logo and company profile in the ARDA Week 2023 Showguide including 2 x A4 

full colour page ad
• Sponsor President Cocktail/Tea Breaks/Lunches (depends on availability)
• VIP Table at the Gala Dinner
• 50% discount on CITAC Workshops
• 4 free passes for ARDA forums
 

(more details about Diamond sponsorship on the following page)

• 12 delegate passes for the ARDA Week 2023
• 40 access to the online conference
• 1 stand included some exhibition features for the ARDA Week 2023
• Logo on all marketing materials 
• Logo and company profile in the ARDA Week 2023 Showguide including an A4 

full colour page ad
• 25% discount on CITAC Workshops
• 2 free passes for ARDA forums
 

(more details about Platinum sponsorship on the following page)

• 4 delegate passes for the ARDA Week 
2023

• 20 access to the online conference
• Logo on some marketing materials 
• Logo and company profile in the 

ARDA Week 2023 Showguide 
including an A5 full colour page ad

• Possibility of purchasing an 
exhibition space during  
ARDA Week 2023

• 10% discount on  
CITAC Workshops

 
(more details about the Silver 
sponsorship on the following page)

ARDA Sponsorships 2023

$100,000

$60,000

$40,000

$18,000
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ARDA Sponsorship packages 2023

Diamond 
$100,000

Platinum 
$60,000

Gold 
$40,000

Silver 
$18,000

Through the year
Company information and link on ARDA website

Company logo on the home page of ARDA website

Company logo on documents promoting all ARDA activities

Invitations to attend Work Group Meetings & Seminars

Nominate delegates to all Work Group Meetings

ARDA Work Group Workshops 

Invitation to participate in all workshops

Forums participation 4 free places 2 free places 1 free place

Forum sponsorship opportunity free free at extra cost at extra cost

Presentation at selected workshops 4 presentations 2 presentations 1 presentation 1 presentation

Lead Sponsor of one workshop 3 2 1 1

Your logo next to your presentation on marketing material

Your logo as lead sponsor on marketing material of the sponsored workshop

Company logo on welcome slide, transition and thank you slide  of your 

sponsored workshop

ARDA WEEK 2023 - ARDA Conference - 13th to 15th March 2023 - Cape Town and accessible online

Presentation to plenary session - Keynote speaker

Exhibition space during  ARDA Conference 2 free stands + 

features

1  free stand + 

features

1 free stand at $2,000/stand

Logo and company profile in ARDA WEEK Show guide

Interview for Video promotions

Electronic newsletter/ad sent to delegates  4 2 1

An colour page ad in ARDA WEEK Show guide A4 x 2 A4 A4 A5

Company logo on documents/marketing material promoting ARDA WEEK

Company logo on lanyard/notebooks

Possibility of chairing a panel session during ARDA Conference

Opportunity to send a proposal of paper 

Discount on CITAC Workshops 50% 25% 15% 10%

+ specific to the physical event 

Delegates to the ARDA Conference  (13th - 15th March 2023) 18 12 8 4

Access to VIP room to book private meetings during the ARDA Conference

Networking opportunity with sponsors and other delegates

Company logo on the backdrop of the stage during ARDA Conference

Possibility of purchasing extra delegate pass during ARDA Conference

Sponsor President Cocktail/Tea Breaks/Lunches (depends on availability) at extra cost at extra cost at extra cost

VIP table at the Gala Dinner

+ specific to the online platform

Virtual access to ARDA Conference 60 40 30 20

Company Logo and profile on virtual conference platform
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Contact us for more information 

If you would like more information about sponsorship opportunities with 
ARDA, please contact Laure Liarçou:  
info@afrra.org or laure@citac.com 
tel: +44 207 343 0014

They supported ARDA in 2022

DIAMOND

SILVER

GOLD

E N E R G Y    I N N O VAT I O N
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